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“May your home be filled
with the magic and joy of
Christmas and may your
hearts be filled with love
and warmth.”

A tribute to DGH
on 114th anniversary

and which have helped us overcome the
many challenges that this thing called
life, has thrown at us.

Sent by Doug Pacy
an OGB from the UK

You taught us the dignity of labour. You
helped us understand the meaning of
compassion, love, respect, tolerance
and equality. These qualities have
enabled me to develop as a human
being. I am humbled with deep
gratitude at your omniscience.

Happy Birthday to a school
which is more a home away from home
for thousands around the world.
Dr. Graham's homes, Kalimpong is
today 114 years old and I am proud to
report that it is still going strong. I am
proud to be a Grahamite!

And today as you celebrate another
milestone, my best wishes are with you.
May you continue to grow from
strength to strength.

Happy Birthday my dear DGH. As you
step into the 115th year, I cannot but
thank you for all that you have meant to
me and all that you have stood for me
during my formative years and beyond!

To those of you who are fortunate
enough to be present in the HOMES on
this glorious day, have a ball, but also
take time to reflect on what this great
institution has given to each one of us.

And now, after 36 years of leaving you, I
fully and truly appreciate all that you
tried to inculcate in each of us, the life
values that have stood the test of time

Believe me, you will appreciate it !!
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A
Well
Deserved
Accolade
To
An
Amazing
Lady

Lolly had a nice day out today
with Aunty Theo to celebrate
the 114th Anniversary of the
Homes. She gave her life for
us so it is very fitting we should
give something back to her.
She received a certificate of
honor from the Anglo Indian
Association which she so much
deserves.

2014 Birthday celebrations at the Homes
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Birthday celebrations
in Thimphu (Bhutan)

A reunion of OBGs at the Homes

2014 Birthday celebrations

United Kingdom

Guests of honour
in London were
Stephanie and
Jennie, who are
both great grandchildren of Dr
Graham from
different sides of
the family.
Stephanie lives in
Australia and
Jennie lives in
England.
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Margaretta Purtill
reports on a special day
The Saturday of our Birthday Reunion
turned out to be a glorious day.
Unfortunately, there were a few
London Transport disruptions which
meant that quite a few of our regular
OGBs were unable to attend. We
were delighted to have a turnout of
50+ hardy Members.
We were very pleased to see
members of Daddy Graham’s family
attend (see photos) namely Jennie
Chapman and Stephanie Johnson
(Coffey). It was also a pleasure to
have Alistair McCabe (UK Committee)
attend as well.
The meeting was chaired by Ms
Pemma Fox and Ms Audrey Bourbon
who both did a sterling job. As always
The Rallying Song “Rouse Up Lads
and Lassies” was sung with great
gusto!

My thanks to all who turned out to
celebrate this momentous occasion.
We hope to continue to meet
annually on this special day to
remember our humble roots and
continue to keep alive our bond of
friendship and the legacy of THE
MAN – Daddy Graham, who made it
all possible.
Stephanie Johnson’s family:
Isa Graham (Dr Graham’s daughter)
married Thomas Coffey and had 3
sons, Patrick (my uncle), David (my
father), and Cheema (Timothy) who
lives in New Jersey.
My father, David Coffey died in 2012.
My uncle, Patrick Coffey is now 89
years old, lives in Ontario and still
plays tennis.
Peter and David Coffey (Uncle
Paddy’s Sons) are my cousins
and have both visited the Homes and
served on the Canadian Committee.

2014 Birthday celebrations

Perth Australia

Perth OGBs: Warwick Lee, Sue Gosh, Charlotte Stokoe,
Valerie, Robin Sue Ghosh, and Errol Webber.

Yvonne Van Steensel, Mike Oehme, Yvonne Hughes, Doug van Steensel,
Brenda Haseldine, Warwick Lee, Dudley Appleby, Irene Webber (Rickson)
Errol Webber and Nissa Khan (Webber).
8

Sunday service with OGB’s at St. Thomas’ Church,
Free School Street, Kolkata on 21st Sept, 2014

Theo Baker and Mr B.T. Brooks

More from the Homes birthday celebrations

1989 Batch being felicitated

Our Chief Guest addressing the pupils
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A packed Jarvie Hall awaiting the start of the celebrations

Let the FUN begin!

Celebration of 114th Birthday of Dr Graham’s
Homes, Kalimpong in New Zealand

Back Row: Linda Mackie, George Borthwick, John Flux, Lionel Landale,
Josie France, Denise Wadsworth (nee Ferdinands), Liz Ferdinands,
Debara Tonkin Toni Ferdinands, Craig, Tashi Hishay
Front Row: Thuten Kesang, Gwen Kesang, Elizabeth Langham, Maggie Flux,
Paddy Mackie, Leisha Halliday (Nancy) Jesicca Tonkin,
Tsering Pheasant (nee Kesang), Elizabeth Kesang, Tenzin Choedon,
John Langham, Amy Pheasant (back to us, my grand daughter)
Thuten writes: from New Zealand:
“This year we celebrated the Homes
Birthday at our house as usual on
Saturday 27th September. We decided
to make it lunch time as some of our
members now don’t like driving in the
night and also lunch time gives us much
more time to relax and enjoy each
other’s company.

which was a great feast of many kinds
of curries. I made my momos which
went down well. We had much food left
over, so everyone took some home.
I briefed them on the situation in the
Homes and told them what I heard
when I attended the International
Conference in Calcutta.

The OGB’s who attended the
It was great to see so many of the
conference were shocked at what they
families of OGB’s this year, as you will
heard and they all wanted to
see from the photo and names. Also
help. Therefore we have decided to
nice to welcome George Borthwick,
form a Global OGBs Association, to
Maggie and John Flux from Wellington. help the Homes and the children that
Everyone brought something for lunch are being educated there now.
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The Board of Management in Calcutta
fully supported the idea at the
conference and offered to help, but
unfortunately we have now come up
against a brick wall from the BOM, who
don’t seem to have a great deal of
trust with OGB’s which is very
disheartening to all of us who are
trying very hard to give our great
institution a secure future.

We had our first global OGB Skype
online meeting organised by Ken from
Scotland. We were in touch with
management members for India, UK,
Australia and New Zealand. I think we
did very well as this was the first time
using this method, especially for me.

We covered lot of topics on the Homes
All of us involved in helping the Homes in a one and half hour meeting. Our
next Executive Skype conference will
are not deterred. We shall eventually
prove to them that in order to achieve be on 6th December 2014. I look
forward to wider members’
our goal, we need to work as a team,
so the end benefit will be the children participation. In the mean time please
have a look at the GO web site for up
of Dr Graham’s Homes.
to date information.
www.dghogbs.com
I had the copies of Mr Brook’s new
book and CD of “A Better Chance”
Let me take this opportunity to wish
which was sent to me by
you all A Merry Christmas and a may
Nannette Nayyar of Calcutta for sale.
2015 bring you and your family all the
The proceeds will go towards GO.
Joy and Happiness in the world
These were well received and all the
Thuten Kesang
CD’s were sold.
batch 1962

Celebrating the launch of
Bernard Brooks book
Footprints of The first One hundred Years
The Kalimpong Homes
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Basudha, Ruth, Florence Harrop, Mr Brooks and Charlotte Rayner
at the Kalimpong book launch

BOOK LAUNCH
“Foot Prints of the
First 100 Years.
The Kalimpong
Homes”
by Bernard Brooks
Held at Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong
on Sunday 7th September 2014
The day began at 9.00am with a
church service in the Jarvie Hall.
Before going into the hall we were
warmly greeted by the Chaplain, the
Rev Henry Simon. During the service
the children from Elliott Cottage sang
the Offering Hymn, and the singing
was just as delightful as I remember.
After the morning service, Mrs. Ruth
Glashan, very generously invited
some guests to her house for lunch
where we were joined by Mr. Brooks
and his family, Brinsely and Anita
from Calcutta, and Pauline and

husband Jassy from Delhi. Ruth
produced a delicious meal, including,
among other goodies, momos and
crème caramel for desert.
We assembled in the Jarvie Hall at
1.30 for the Book Launch. The
Master of Ceremony for the whole
event was Mr. Neil Monteiro,
President, Homes Grahamites
Association. The Jarvie Hall had been
beautifully decorated with an array
of flowers by members of this
Association who were accorded
special thanks for the special effort.

It was a very full hall and wonderful to
see so many OGBs from Sikkim, Bhutan,
Darjeeling, Calcutta and of course from
Kalimpong. I was the only
representative from the UK, as
Margaretta Purtill, President of the
London OGBs Association, had to cancel
her trip owing to her husband’s serious
indisposition.

Those interested, can listen to Mr.
Brooks entire speech on U-Tube.

The Chief Guest then ‘released’ a copy of
the first book which was presented to
the Homes Museum. Mr. Brooks then
made official presentations of the book
to the Chief Guest and representatives
of the three publishers, and this was
followed with personal presentations to
The programme opened with a scripture his extended family, including myself!
reading and prayer by the School
Proceedings were brought to a close
Chaplain, and then the Homes Choir
with a vote of thanks by Mr K N Bhutia,
sang two songs; the first a piece from
President of the Sikkim Grahamites
Schubert, and the second Ave Maria/I
Association, and then all present were
Believe, chosen especially for Mr.
invited for tea in the Kindergarten Hall
Brooks. It was a very moving
where they had an opportunity to
performance which left me, and I’m sure purchase signed copies of the book.
many others, feeling quite emotional.
In the evening an excellent dinner was
The Welcome Address was given by Dr
held at Surya Sudan, the Officers’ Mess.
Miku Foning and this was followed by
Members of the Graham family will be
the two Guest Speakers: Mr L Lama,
interested to know this building was
former Head Master and Margaretta
originally known as ‘Glen Rilli’ and was
Purtill, her speech being read by her son, the home of the Odling family, Mrs.
Angelo Alva.
Bunty Odling being the daughter of Dr. &
Mrs. Graham.
Captain Prakash Pradhan, General
Secretary of the Kalimpong OGBs
There was a large number of OGB’s
Association, introduced the Chief Guest, present at the dinner. I have to admit to
Sujeev Shakya, in a very witty talk.
feeling my age when asked what batch I
Sujeev, in a carefully prepared and well- belonged to, and when I replied 1963/64,
researched speech then introduced us to the main response was ‘before my time,
the Author’s book.
or ‘hadn’t been born yet’!
Mr Brooks responded by thanking the
Chief Guest, the Publishers – the OGB
Associations of Sikkim, London and
Kalimpong, and all who had hosted this
special occasion.

I had a friend with me from England who
was certainly impressed with the whole
concept of Dr Graham’s Homes and the
friendliness of all the OGBs with whom
we spoke. I felt very proud. Mr. Brooks
was there right to the end of a perfect
Bernard explained the reasons for
writing the book: firstly, to express his day. What a lovely, joyous and eventful
appreciation of John Anderson Graham, occasion it had been.
and secondly to express appreciation of
the institution Dr Graham created
From Charlotte Rayner (nee Johnson)
known worldwide as THE HOMES.
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SECOND BOOK LAUNCH
Oxford Book Shop, Park Street Kolkata 16th Nov 2014
written by Anita Brooks

The Beginnings of an idea
It was in Gompu's Hotel in the central
most point of Kalimpong town that the
idea for a Kolkata launch of Bernard
Brooks' book first took shape at about
11pm on the night of 8th September, 2014.

Brins kept his word and succeeded in requisitioning the place for the launch. What
was truly special though, was Sujeev Shakya keeping his part of the deal and flying
out to India for a day to present.

Sujeev Shakya and Brinsley Brooks were
celebrating the thundering success of the
Kalimpong launch the day before, and
which in itself was a rare event for those
charming hills. Sujeev Shakya suddenly
came up with this substance fuelled brainwave, which he tossed across to Brinsley,
who found it a capital idea - so the idea of
a Calcutta book launch was born!

OXFORD!
The venue was beautifully "done up" with
rather impressive standees and posters
featuring the author (who, by the way has
no business to be looking so dashing at
80+!!) The area accommodates around 50
persons, but with extra chairs being available, we managed to place them in the
gallery and wings, so that all could be
seated.

The Leader
And that, my friends, is how we ended up
at the Oxford Book Store on Park Street at
6pm on the 16th of Nov. To be honest,
when Brins first shared this idea with me I
was a bit skeptical about its feasibility as it
is not very easy to get hold of Oxford,
which is considered to be quite the Holy of
Holies of Book stores in India. However,

Guest Gallery
Watching the guests arrive was a very
pleasant experience. The biggest surprise
was Jim and Pat Simpson from the UK
committee. Gillian Hart, former MLA,
Member of the BOM, and renowned educator, who has known Dad Brooks since
childhood, entered looking quite stunning

then came Theo Baker trusted friend and lieutenant of all that is
labelled DGH for so many years! The elegant Moina Jhala, member of the BOM
was there! Michael and the gracious Marguerite Robertson, Shane Calvert, game
changer, MLA and former Headmaster of
the Homes. Mr. D.K. Choudhury from the
BOM was also present. Eddy Augustine
who along with wife Joanne, has made
the comfort of the boys and girls who
stop over at the Birkmyre their life's mission; Rev Andrew Simick, Andrew Noel,
Binod Gurung and wife Naina, Nannette
Gomez, Cecil Milne, Bradley Mawer and
wife Sweta, and Neil French, were some
of the Calcutta OGB's who attended.
(… continued )

The other distinguished guests were
friends and well wishers - Tea Planters,
Paulites, writers, artists, all bound together by the common cord of the
Homes - many of them who know the
Homes best for the school choir which
comes down during the winter holidays.
The Author himself
Bernard Brooks was introduced by Maina
Bhagat, the Director of Oxford Bookstore, who sadly got a bit confused between Mr. Brooks and Dr. Graham, but I
suppose one takes these little slip ups in
one's stride!

Scott at the launch and in his greeting, he
said that he hoped to visit the Homes in
the near future.
Facilitator
Sujeev Shakya took over and with his vast
experience as a celebrity speaker. He invited guest participation. Shane Calvert,
MLA, and Michael Robertson, former
Chairman of The BOM, very eloquently
greeted the assembly with reminisces
from their days spent at DGH. Sujeev
talked about the hero of the evening Dr.Graham and his mission and read interesting excerpts from the book.
Vote of Thanks
The MC for the evening, Anita Brooks
then invited Gillian Hart, former MLA and
member of the BOM to give the Vote of
Thanks. Needless to say Gillian in her inimitable style remembered to mention all
those who had contributed to making the
evening possible. Margaretta Purtill in
particular was mentioned as one of the
key enthusiasts of the project from its
very inception. All the OGB's associations
were also thanked most sincerely for having stood by the author.

Autographs and Memories!
The author signed autographs while his
son took the photographs! Almost everyBernard was, as always, quite brilliant. He one present bought a copy of the book.
kept the audience captivated with his
CHA BAR
discourse on Dr. Graham's amazing vision. The interesting history of the Homes Delicious cookies, cheese straws and
good ol' Madeira's famous plain cake
and the author's incredible memory for
were served along with cups of tea.
dates and events kept all spell bound.
Book Launch
The honours were done by Mr. Scott
Fursseddon-Wood, British Deputy High
Commissioner. It was a privilege to have

We had enjoyed an evening revisiting the
footprints we had followed all of our lives
and in the silence of our hearts had finally
got an opportunity to pay our salaams to
the author.
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Written by the Telegraph

GREAT CORRESPONDENCE
From Thuten Kesang
In New Zealand

A message from Yvonne and Charles
I had Yvonne
Gelesky and
her husband
C h a r l e s
staying with
us for a few
days. I have
not seen
Yvonne since
around 1960.

Gwen, Thuten and Yvonne

Margaretta had given Yvonne my details
when she was talking about going to
New Zealand and she wrote to me
asking if I remembered her.
I immediately wrote and said sure I
remember her, in fact I have a
photograph taken outside the church of
a group of Macgregor girls. So I invited
them to stay with us. They were here for
five days and stayed with us for the first
night. They then went on a tour to
Rotorua returning to us for the last night
before they went back to Australia.
Her husband Charles was amazed how
easily we opened our house to them,
even though we have not seen each
other for nearly 54 years.
I said, “It’s because we are a family of
the great institution called Dr Graham’s
Homes, who’s children are scattered
throughout the world and wherever
there is an OGB living in a country,
there is a bed for another visiting OGB
in their home.”

Charles and I
have been to
New Zealand
for six days, a
requirement to
obtain
my
Australian Visa
- which I'm
pleased to say
has finally been
granted and is Charles, Gwen and Thuten
valid for the next five years or for life if I
never leave Australia.
New Zealand is a beautiful country, very
green, lovely scenery and wonderful
flowering trees. We arrived on Sunday
and were made very welcome by a
school friend, Thuten Kesang, and his
wife, Gwen.
Because of our lightening visit, Thuten
and Gwen suggested that we visit
Rotorua and the surrounding area
instead of travelling up to the north of
the island. The thermal hot springs,
bubbling mud pools, geysers and
volcanic craters were just unreal, only to
be enjoyed with the aroma of rotten
eggs - a sulphur/hydrogen mix.
We photographed some beautiful lakes
and amazing waterfalls - waters of
turquoise, blue and green. And enjoyed
a very entertaining Maori evening of
dance and drama and a scrumptious
meal. I just loved it all. We also had a
tour of Hobbiton, the film set for the
film "The Hobbit", and visited the site of
the buried village of Te Wairoa following
the eruption of Mount Tarawera volcano
on the 10 June 1886.
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Anglo-Indian settlers in New Zealand
Between 1908 and 1938, approximately 130 young Anglo-Indian settlers arrived
in New Zealand from Dr Graham’s Homes.
Thuten writes: The descendants of OGB’s who migrated to New Zealand
between 1908 – 1938 had a reunion at the end of November in Dunedin. This
came about as one of the descendants, Mrs. Jane McCabe, was looking for her
family interest and approached me about it. They have promised to take some
photos and send me a report of their reunion for a future newsletter.
I put Jane in touch with the Homes and when she discovered there were so
many of them that came to New Zealand, she decided to do a PhD degree on
these kids through Otago University. Jane has beautifully presented the results
of her research on this website. I recommend spending an hour reading it.

www.kalimpongkids.org.nz
Jane was contacted by so many descendants wanting to know about their
background, that she put them in touch with me, and I have been helping them
and putting them in touch with the Homes through Ruth, so that they can look
into the records of the Homes and give them some information.

This wonderful website will be
of great interest to
descendants of these
emigrants and anyone with an
interest in the Kalimpong
community in New Zealand.

The Nicholls family in the 1950s,
from left to right Ruth, Sidney,
Sheila and Norah.
Photo kindly supplied by Ruth den Boogert

We are grateful
for this contribution
from Alex Murray
(now 92 years young!)
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Standing Up For Cancer
Marching Marathon
A very dear friend of ours did a marathon walk
late at night. This walk took place at London
Bridge on Saturday 11th October 2014. Adina
did this wonderful act of charity for Vince.
We are all the more grateful to her and to all
our dear friends around the world who have
been praying for Vince's well-being. All I can
say is a sincere 'Thank You' , God Bless you all.
We are confident that with your continued
prayers and, if it is the will of God, we will climb
and conquer the bleak mountain before us.
Margaretta (Purtill)

A special message

know that he has done so well and has
helped so many people in New Zealand.
Christine and I would like you to know
His is definitely a great success. Including
that Vince and you are in our prayers
those four snaps of him was a masterduring this difficult time: for Vince to
have a totally successful recovery and for stroke.
you to manage and cope with the
Ken Hammond`s invitation to join GO
situation as it unfolds.
was good to read. Miku Foning and the
Cinchona Plantation, and Mr Brooks`
It is just past 5 in the morning and I
awoke and opened up the laptop to read forthcoming book launch were
informative, while Des Meyer`s, and
the morning news. I found that there
Dudley and Val Appleby`s travels were
were some emails in my Inbox and sat
very interesting.
back to once again read your latest
Newsletter. Thank you very much for
this. I was jolted upright when I read
about your Vince as somehow it felt like
reading about a dear friend or very near
relative even though we have never
personally met.
Reading the many stories bring back
happy memories of years long past.
George Borthwick`s contribution stood
out for me as we were together in
Calcutta Cottage, and it is so good to

Garth Mitchell`s greetings from the UAR
was another stand-out and especially
heart warming, and we wish him and his
band of OGB`s every success. Our
daughter Bethany is with Emirates and
lives in Dubai: we are frequent visitors to
Dubai and although it is a popular place
for tourists, we take our hats off to Garth
and the OGB`s as it could not be all that
easy holding down a job there.
John and Christine Dempster

Dear Margaretta,
Jean MacKay
Kalimpong to Dunedin 1911
I have just come across your fantastic
website. I have been reading through
an old document that my mother
compiled in 2003 about my Great
Grandmother Jean MacKay and I
decided to 'google' to see what was
out there since she completed her
research the old fashioned way in 2003.

Greetings from down under,
Margaretta
My curiosity has overcome my
reluctance to communicate. My first
question is personal and I hope it does
not offend ! The name Byers reminds
me of a young lad in Hart cottage
during the 1940’s. Is there any
relationship?

Jean was born in India in 1890 to a
Scottish tea plantation owner and her
mother was listed as 'unknown'. Her
and her brother John went to live at
the mission in 1902 and were sent to
New Zealand in 1910.
My Mother has compiled a fascinating
portfolio of correspondence between
their Father who had returned to
England and Dr Graham. According to
the letters he was going to join his
children in New Zealand once they
were settled. He unfortunately died
soon after and it caused great distress
to my Great Grandmother as her and
her brother weren't even
acknowledged in his will. To this day I
don't believe that his descendants even
know about his 'Indian connection'.

I enjoy reading the news letter –
although many of the names therein
have no relevance in terms of my stay
in K.P.G 1939-50.
However, one that rings a bell is Nesta
(Lloyd) Farrow. May I send her a
message:
The Mary Spreadsbury that she
mentions visited us some time ago –
she apparently married “Fatty Turner”
from Hart cottage – she passed away
sometime ago in northern N.S.W.
I have fond memories of Ann Lloyd
who was in our class – her blond hair &
bright blue eyes had me fascinated – I
still remember a little ditty she taught
us about a “Young Lady in Spain.” Ann
was not only pretty she was also the
smartest kid in the class!!

My family all still in New Zealand with
the exception of me, I came to the UK
in 1989 and have never left!!
I'm not sure how to finish this massage,
I just wanted to share this with you.
Kind regards

Sorry to learn of your husbands’ ill
health – trust all goes well

From Sharon Viant

from Errol Hyde
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From Nesta Farrow
Many thanks for the Newsletter, which
I did enjoy reading, as always. However
Ken Webster's article did bring back
memories and it was quite strange on
turning a page to see myself and my
sister staring out at me. It is the one of
the patrol leaders and seconders of the
Girl Guide Company, taken I think in
about 1945-46 in the grounds of Jubilee
House, where we often met. Mollie
Duncan and Sheila Masterton, the
guiders can both be seen. The names
Ruth Nicholl. Ruth Macey, Mary
Spreadsbury, spring to mind among
others. Does any one else recognise
themselves? It would be good to hear.
Best wishes to you both
Kind regards
Nesta Farrow (Lloyd)

From Gail Collins
Thanks for the Newsletter. A lot of
good information. And well presented.
I enjoyed reading all of it.
I am very hopeful for the future of the
Homes, after reading. It seems we have
gotten a strong group together and
maybe all of us will be more inclined to
get involved. Looking forward to the
next letter.
Gail Collins

From Aileen Fraser
Once again I very much enjoyed your
newsletter and what a lot of work goes
into it. I was very sorry to hear from
Alistair that Vince is not well at present
and I just would like you to know that I
am thinking about you both at this
difficult time.
Aileen Faser

From Desmond & Flora Meyers
Thank you very much for the Summer
2014 Newsletter of the Kalimpong (UK)
Association. I have just returned to Goa
from a five week tour of the North East
of India and even after a train journey
of some 38 hours, I could not put the
Newsletter down (it is 00:59 past
midnight). I enjoyed every article.
The photgraphs of the K2K Bicycle Ride
2014 and the article by 'The One and
Only' Reverend John Webster made me
feel so humble.
I remember how I struggled up from
the Teesta in the Kolkata to Kalimpong
2012 Bike ride, but I was just a kid at 58
years young. He is such a great person
and every OGB should take a leaf out of
his life. At the age of 80 plus he still
continues to amaze me and all the
OGB's I know. God Bless him for all that
he does for Dr. Graham's Homes. He is
a legend.
We also enjoyed Thuten's article on the
late Mr Bob Crow and Bradley's
encounter of DGH. The photographs of
some of the older OGB's were
awesome.
Our prayers are with you and all your
Members and we are hopeful that the
Kalimpong (UK) Association will grow
from strength to strength. Thank you
for keeping me on your mailing list.
Desmond and Flora

occasion when there was never any
laughter about. Margaret had a lovely
singing voice and on sunny Sunday
afternoon we would lie on the lawn in
front of the house reading the papers;
which had been sent to them from
Scotland, and enjoying the scones and
other goodies that Margaret had baked.

From
Melville Coombes
fond memories of
Margaret Webster
It was with great
sadness that I read
about the demise of
Margaret Webster, It brought back the
many happy memories that I have about
my time as a teacher at the Homes.

From here I went as the resident teacher
to the Heathland Cottage where the
house parents were Cyril and Masie
Robins and I stayed there until I left the
Homes in 1956. When Robins family left
Mr and Mrs. Tutt who were my parents,
joined the Homes and became the House
parents of Heathland Cottage where they
remained until they finally retired.

I had been a teacher at the Bishop
Westcott School for Boys at Namkum
near Ranchi and, having heard about the
fine work that was being done at DGH, I
applied for a position on the staff and in
1950 I was appointed as a teach by ‘Burra’
Loyd who was the Headmaster at the
time, just before he retired from the Dr
Graham Homes.
As a younger teacher I was in awe of Mr
Purdie, who was a very fatherly figure and
was fondly referred to as PB. He took me
under his wing and advised me as I found
my way about in this rather ‘unusual’
school. It was different from anything
that I had experienced before and the
system that operated at the time was
quite a surprise.
In the early stages of my time I was the
teacher who was lodged with John and
Margaret Webster at Wales Lodge and
they were of great assistance to me.
I was the class teacher of Standard 4 and
later Standard 5, and also taught
Mathematics and Science up to Standard
7. John who taught the older children in
these subjects, guided and advised me.

During my time at the Homes, I was
involved in a number of extra curriculum
activities and was responsible for the
organising the sporting activities. In the
capacity it was my responsibility to get
together the football tea, which would be
played at the Mela ground in the town.
The team included many fine young
players as well as four members of staff.
These were myself, Cyril Robins, John
Webster and the Minister from the Kirk in
Kalimpong whose name I can’t now recall.
It must be said that during all those years
we never did win any trophies; which
does not say too much about my skill at
choosing a winning team! On Sports Day
the highlight event was the tug-o-war.
This unfortunately came to a sad end
when the rope broke and although a
brave attempt was made to splice the
broken ends together, the end product
was far from satisfactory and was of little
use. At the Swimming gala a new event
had been introduced which was water
polo, at which Cyril Robins was the
referee! Other events included the
introduction of boxing and cricket. The

I found Margaret a very lovely person.
She had a wonderful sense of humour and
I found her always cheerful and happy.
The Webster’s and I shared many joyful
times together, and I can’t recall any
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latter did not go down too well mainly
because this game requires a wellmaintained level playing surface and
there was not one available. Many boys
spent their time catching butterflies and
mounting them in boxes that were
constructed in wood. I wonder how
many of these events survived and are
still enthusiastically pursued?
As a young teacher I gained a great deal
of experience and I had the opportunity
to introduce many extra curriculum
activities. There was the Ramblers Club
which included Eston Kilgour, Donald
Todd, John Christie and many other boys
whose faces I can recall but their names
escape me.
There was the Science Club where I recall
on one occasion we produced laughing
gas. Maureen Muir volunteered to ‘sniff’
some of it but was disappointed with the
result as it had no effect on her. Later
when having dinner at home, she fell
about the place laughing uncontrollable
and she just could not stop. Needless to
say Mr and Mrs Muir were quire baffled
as they could not understand as to why
this was the case until very much later,
Maureen mentioned the incident which
had caused this event! Those were very
happy times for me and I have many fond
memories of them. Reading Margaret’s
obituary brought them flooding back to
me as I see a colidiscope of events which
spanned any time at the Homes.
Time moved on and in 1957 I left DGH to
take up a post at St Joseph’s College in
Darjeeling and from then on I taught at a
number of schools before my wife Rita
Malcolm; who was once the head of the
infant Department at DGH, came to England:
which was the start of another life.
Since then I have lived many different
lives and now as a seasoned octogenarian, I

have just completed a Ph.D which is
currently being evaluated, and I am
anxiously waiting to be called for Viva.
The Doctor Graham Homes was not the
first school at, however, it must be said
that there is a certain magic which is
unique to DGH.
Of all the memories that I have in the
twilight of my life, the ones that stand
out most are those which I have of DGH. I
frequently recall the names of the boys
and girls whom I once knew and
strangely enough, I see them at the age
at which they were then! I enjoy very
much readying the News letters which
keep me informed.
DGH certainly made a great difference
for the many children who were
influenced by those who worked there.
They were not only educated there, but
they were all well equipped with the
skills that were needed to meet the
challenges of life when they entered the
world of work.
Many have made significant
contributions to society and for this they
have been honoured by the Queen for
what they have done. ‘ Daddy’ Graham
must feel very proud of what God had
commissioned him to do. Setting up the
Homes was not an easy task and his
achievements have brought a great deal
of hope and happiness to many of the
children who have passed through its
gates. Had DGH not been established,
one can hardly imagine how the lives of
many would have turned out.
I believe that now many changed are
taking place to meet the challenges of
society, and I hope and pray that it will
continue to do so in the spirit intended
by Dr Graham. God Bless him.
Yours sincerely
Melville Coombes

Kelly and his band dashed into the
camp and pursued them into a deep
ravine. There the gang split into ones
and twos, and further pursuit was
impossible in the steep, junglecovered terrain.

Hemkumar Shah
James and Margaret Roxburgh write:
This is just to let you know that
Hemkumar Shah, popularly known as
Howard, from Kalimpong, passed
away on 3rd October 2014. He lived in
Edinburgh during the late 1940s and
early 1950s.

The patrol accounted for three
bandits killed and a larger number
wounded without loss to themselves.
The citation for the award to Kelly of
an MC stated that he had personally
killed four bandits in battle in the
previous six months, and his patrol
had killed four more. It paid tribute
to his skills in tracking as well as his
courage, endurance and leadership.

Lt- Col Jim Kelly
born 29 March 1929,
died 20 February 2014
Lt-Col Jim Kelly, who has died aged
84, was awarded a Military Cross in
Malaya in 1950 for his pursuit of
insurgents in Malaya.

James Niblock Kelly was born on
March 29 1929 at Asansol, Bihar,
India, where his father was an
electrical and mechanical engineer on
contract to the Indian Railways. Jim
was educated at St Andrew’s Colonial
Homes, Kalimpong, where he learned
to speak Hindi. He was captain of the
school and of the football and hockey
teams; sports and cross-country
champion in his final year; and tennis
champion for three successive years.

On February 26 1950, Kelly was
serving with 1st Battalion the Suffolk
Regiment
in
South
Selangor,
commanding a patrol of nine men
who were searching for bandits in the
Brogo area. Theyleft their base at first
light and, at noon, discovered a
cleverly camouflaged path leading off
the main track.
Kelly led his men up the path and they
spotted a sentry on top of a steep
Hill. He pushed on and came upon a
large camp capable of holding some
50 insurgents. When the sentry
opened fire, Kelly led his patrol in a
charge up the Hill. They came under
heavy fire but retaliated. The bandits
started taking casualties, and fled.

Kelly left India in 1947, during
Partition. As a teenager, in town on
his own, he had been chased and
trapped between two warring mobs
and was pulled to safety by a
shopkeeper and hidden upstairs. He
watched in horror from a window as
people were seized and murdered.
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The following year, at Eaton Hall,
Cheshire, he was commissioned into
the Suffolk Regiment, and served in
Greece during the civil war. He
subsequently served on operations in
Malaya against the Communist
insurgents. He then accompanied the
Suffolk’s to Trieste, Italy, where there
was a dispute between Italy and
Yugoslavia over the ownership of the
city and the hinterland. There were
serious riots in 1954 which his
regiment helped to suppress.
After a spell in Germany, in 1955 he
was seconded to 1st Battalion 7TH
Gurkha Rifles (1/7 GR) and undertook
regimental and staff duties in Malaya
and Hong Kong. In 1958 he
transferred to the Permanent Cadre
Brigade of Gurkhas. He subsequently
commanded a company in Borneo
during the Confrontation with
Indonesia. In 1970 he transferred to 6
GR and served as commanding officer
in Hong Kong and Brunei.

An appointment as GSO1 at Shape,
Belgium, was followed by a move to
the MoD as AA & OMG and
subsequently to the staff of HQ UK
Land Forces.
He retired from the Army in 1983 but,
for the next 10 years, continued in his
appointment as the Civil Service staff
officer
responsible
for
the
administration of UKLF overseas
detachments in Belize, Canada and
Kenya.
Kelly was a crack shot and boxed for
the Army. He played cricket, football,
rugby and hockey for his brigade and
enjoyed tennis and golf until he was
80. A tough tenacious warrior, one
night he surprised a burglar in his
house. Grabbing an ornamental kukri
from the wall and wearing only his
pyjamas, he chased the man down the
street.
Jim Kelly married in 1956, Ellen O’Hea.
She predeceased him and he is
survived by their three daughters.

Lost and Found
My name is Sunita Ambasna and I live in
Hounslow. I am hoping that your
association we can put a close
neighbour of mine, Basil Harrington, in
touch with someone who was
searching for him as advertised in the
2009 Newsletter which I found through
internet search.

Basil is about to visit his sister Barbara
in Australia and he would love to make
contact with Nancy before he travels.
He says that Barbara and Nancy were
school friends and he would like to pass
on her contact details to his sister.
I am conscious that some time has
passed since the 2009 Newsletter but
hope that you can still help.

Her name is Nancy Modayil (nee
Dunlop) and she was looking for him
My contact details are below and I
and his sister Barbara. Your name was would be grateful for any help.
provided as the person to contact and I
Sunita Ambasna
found your email address on the
sambasna@btinternet.com
Kalimpong Association website.
tel: 020 8570 5153

Birthday Celebration Greetings
From Henry Simon:
Dear Margaretta and all old boys
and girls, its time that we came
together to Thank God for His
goodness to our Homes., for our
outstanding founders John and
Katherine Graham and the
wonder they saw for Children,
who have never grown. They have
remained Children.
Today, may we look to Jesus who
says ask and you Will receive. May
we ask for a present that DGH
needs right now. God's Grace to
continue, forever. Seek a double
portion of Blessings. Remember
those who seek Will find.
God Bless all of you from all of us
at DGH. THANK YOU FOR BEING
OUR HOME!
Lovingly
Philo, Keren, Keziah & Henry
DGH Kalimpong

From Arifin & Wiluya Graham:
Wishing the Homes a Happy 114th
Birthday on behalf of the
Canadian Council and all of us in
Canada who care about and
support the Homes.
Aye, we must keep the faith, lads
and lassies, as we continue to
work for the children and the
vision of Daddy Graham.

Remembering Eddie Lamb's
words:
"To all of us who have been
privileged to have passed through
the Homes as children, we owe
our deep indebtedness to a man
of vision and true compassion
whose life and example still shine
as a bright light to guide our
footsteps through life."
Let us all remember dear
Katherine Graham at this time as
well.
with love and best wishes
Arifin & Wiluya
From Shweta & Bradley:
For 114 years our dear institution
has stood the challenges of time.
We were built on the faith that
our founder had in God and I
believe that if each of us can have
that same faith we can lead the
Homes safely for another 114
years and beyond.
Thank you for all the time, service
and care you have rendered to the
Homes. It is my firm belief that we
are privileged to be a part of the
legacy of Dr. Graham's Homes.
Let's keep the flame burning. God
bless you all.
With warm regards
Shweta & Bradley
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From John Dempster:
Our home is ready to welcome
OGB`s as we hold a celebratory
curry dinner to remember our
School. We have no idea as to
how many will attend. Our suburb
of Ellenbrook is to the north of
the Perth CBD in the Swan Valley,
which many consider to be 'too
far away'. We hope we get to
meet more than the usual gang,
and I think we will.
When we picked up a birthday
cake and selected three candles
with the numerals one and one
and four and brought them to the
counter in the Cake shop, to be
packed up, the sales lady asked us
whether we had made a mistake
as there was no way we were
celebrating anyone`s 114th
birthday. So we had to explain
that the birthday cake and the
candles were to celebrate the
114th birthday of our School.
To say that she was further
surprised is an understatement,
as she could not believe that
ANY school could be THAT old
and still be `running`.
From Ruth Glashan:

we had the Senior School plays on
the 23rd evening. Harriers was
held on the lst October - Calcutta
came lst in the seniors and Elliot
amongst the girls.
The inter-cottage athletics was
postponed to 16th October - Hart
came first and Wiston 2nd.
Amongst the girls, Macgregor
stood first and Elliott 2nd place.
Swimming Gala took place on the
22nd at which Elliott and
Woodburn took the lst and 2nd
place and Wiston and Assam on
the boys side.
The gospel number rendered by
Wiston was excellent as also by
the Willingdon boys.
The Birthday yesterday was well
attended. A number of the Batch
of 1989 were present for their
Silver Jubilee celebrations. We
had Vice-Marshall, R.J. Duckworth
as the Chief Guest (not related to
the Homes Duckworths) and he
delivered an excellent address for
the children in particular.
Despite the heavy rain the
previous evening, the children
were thankful to have their buns,
jalebies and cake on the school
field on a clear morning.

We have had an eventful 4 days
over the Birthday celebrations.
The Birthday service on the 21st;
I Look forward to hearing further
the Singing Competition on the
about the GO launch.
22nd at which Elliott and Thorburn
Regards from Ruth
came lst and 2nd;

A Visit to the
Homes
by Janet and Graeme
On 7 October 2014
On our recent trip to India we
stayed at the Glenburn tea estate
about 40km from Kalimpong and
visited Dr Graham’s homes.

interest in football and cricket!
Andrew supports Brazil and his
favourite cricketer is Tendulkar;
Cyrus supports England and his
favourite cricket star is Dhoni. They
had both been watching a lot of TV
over the holiday and playing
games.

We asked the girls, who were
older, what they wanted to do as a
career and were really impressed
We had been told that there were with their aspirations – one of
them wanting to be an investment
no classes that day as it was still
banker and another really
part of the Deshera holidays and
most of the students would not be interested in Indian history. We
there but it was still worth coming were then given a guided tour of
over as a numbers of ‘sponsored’ the school and some of the
children would be there as either it boarding houses.
was too far for them to travel
In Assam House the boys were
home or they had nowhere to go. watching Spiderman 2 and had
After a very bumpy ride (the roads
in this area are something to
behold) we arrived about 30
minutes late and were met at the
gates by three girls who had been
assigned to meet and greet us. We
were taken to see the delightful
sponsorship secretary, Ruth
Glashan, who warmly welcomed us
with refreshments and introduced
us to two of the boys who are
sponsored by the Koi Hais: Andrew
Thapa (aged 11) and Cyrus Pereira
(aged 10). Cyrus, the more shy of
the two, had put on his uniform
specially, while Andrew had been
too excited to have his lunch! They
were happy to talk about their

pictures on the wall of Jesus and
Elvis! In Calcutta House some
boys were watching a Bollywood
film while others were playing
football outside.
We met some delightful houseparents too. Couples run the boys'
houses while two “aunties” run
the girls'. We paid a visit to Ruth's
old house, Elliot house, where the
dormitories were full of huge
teddy bears and the place was
generally tidier and smelt fresher
than the boys'! On the stairs was a
sign saying, 'Never, never, never
give up!' (Shades of Robert the
Bruce?) Ruth has a great rapport
with the sponsored children.
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Five girls and their Auntie Rosna
made us chai and we sat around
their dining table. They were shy at
first but when one of them
admitted to wanting to be a
singer, we were soon talking about
the X Factor and our nice guide,
Ranjan from the tea garden, got
out his mobile and showed them
him singing with his band. He
recommended that they learned
an instrument too.

Their zest for life and harmony
with each other is all the more
remarkable as most of them come
from traumatic backgrounds or the
streets of Calcutta. Along with a
team of nursery nurses who are
being trained at the school, the
children then performed a couple
of songs for us with actions – the
second one about telephoning
Jesus. We have taught the Minister
this and are sure, if asked nicely, he
will sing this for you now!

The girls of Elliot House had
recently won the inter-house play
It was a lovely way to finish out
competition and had written their
visit and we were humming the
own play about Child Marriage.
tune all the way back to
Sadly, the chapel is out of
Glenburn!!
commission because of
earthquake damage. There
was an open-air swimming
pool which to our delight was
named after a benefactor, Sir
Charles MacLeod, though it
wasn't in use while we were
there.
The highlight of the tour was
however visiting the nursery
where there were about 25
children playing happily in the
playground. Their building
was spotlessly clean with all
the dormitories and cots
(though old) brightly painted
in different colours. The
classroom was adorned with
pictures and pieces of work,
and the children were smiling,
noisy and playful – not shy at all!

Anyone for chai!

Global OGB Association
Our new organisation is rapidly developing and I do urge
you to look at our new website AND SIGN UP!
If you have any difficulties when you try to register, you can
email one of the development team for help.
In India

Bradley

In England

Margaretta purtills@btinternet.com

In Scotland Ken

bradleyfujrgn@hotmail.com

klhammond@me.com

In New Zealand Thuten

Kesang@pl.net

The more people that join in, the more effective we will be.
Sign up now!

Margaretta
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Did you know that you can download previous issues
of the newsletters, all 24 of them, dating back to the
Spring 2000 issue. These can be easily downloaded
from the Website as .pdf documents.
On the website there are also articles by OGBs and others.
The latest addition to this section is an update to
Pat Hardie's article "A brief History". We had omitted almost half of
the article in the version we published.
You can submit material for publishing
including articles and pictures, if we get enough of those
we can open a new section: a gallery of images.
You can submit comments and suggestions
about how we can improve the site - or if you are having any
difficulties downloading newsletters or viewing some of the content.
webmaster@kalimpong-association.co.uk
The website - www.kalimpong-association.co.uk

HOW TO GET YOUR COPY
OF BERNARD’S BOOK
Our first batch of books sold out immediately
— but I am pleased to say that another batch
has now arrived !
Email Alistair or Margaretta for your copy
alistair@mccabe-travel.co.uk
purtills@btinternet.com
Cost: £7 + £3 pp (delivery in UK)
Alistair can take payment by credit card over
the phone. Call Freephone: 0800 107 3 107

Don’t forget, you can find us on the web

www.kalimpong-association.co.uk
Kalimpong Association UK
www.twitter.com/kalimponguk

NEW FEATURES FOR OUR NEWSLETTER
We are looking for some new features for our newsletter and need your help!
Could you make some suggestions e.g. “A day in the life of ...” or photos,
latest achievements, or things your children or you have done which made you
smile. We are looking for upbeat, heart warming, positive stories so if you have
any please email Margaretta : purtills@btinternet.com
Our sincere thanks to Alistair & Nada at McCabe Pilgrimages
for their help in producing this newsletter

